
GET IN TOUCH! COME & WORSHIP 

RECTORY OFFICE 
 

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  
  2:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.  
Saturday: 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
 

716-828-9444  ●  716-828-9429 fax 
 

olvrectory@olvbasilica.org 

 
SCHOOL 
 

Mary Doyle-Szlosek, Principal 
 

2760 S. Park Avenue, Lackawanna 
716-828-9434 
elementary@olvbasilica.org 
www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org 

 
FAITH FORMATION 
 

Sunday: 7:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 
 

Carmelann Zomeri, Director 
 

2760 S. Park Avenue, Lackawanna 
716-828-9437 
faithformation@olvbasilica.org 

 
GIFT SHOP AND MUSEUM 
 

Open Daily 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
   (closed 11:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. for lunch) 
 

James Murphy, Gift Shop Manager 
 

716-828-9433 
olvgiftshop@olvbasilica.org 

BASILICA HOURS 
 

The Basilica is open for private prayer 
from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. daily  
and until 7:30 p.m. on Saturdays. 

 
WEEKEND MASSES 
 

Saturday Vigil:  4:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday:  8 a.m., 10 a.m., Noon, 4:30 p.m. 

 
WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

Monday—Saturday:  
7:30 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. 
 

There is an additional Mass at 8:15 a.m. 
on Fridays when school is in session. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 

Saturdays:  (except Holy Saturday) 
     3:00—4:00 p.m. and 7:00—7:30 p.m. 
 

Eve of First Fridays: 3:00—4:00 p.m. 
 

Eve of Holy Days: 3:00—4:00 p.m. 

 
GUIDED BASILICA TOURS 
 

Please call the Rectory Office at  
716-828-9444 if you are interested in 
scheduling a group tour. 

Address: 767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, NY 14218       Phone: 716-828-9444       Website: www.olvbasilica.org 

PASTOR/RECTOR 
 

Rev. Msgr. David G. LiPuma 

 
PAROCHIAL VICAR 
 

Rev. Robert A. Contarin 

 
IN RESIDENCE 
 

Rev. Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard 

 
DEACON 
 

Deacon Michael V. Comerford 

 
DEACON & PASTORAL ASSOCIATE  
 

Deacon Mark Bialkowski 

 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
 

Peter Gonciarz 

  |   The Epiphany of the Lord
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 
DEAR BROTHERS AND  
SISTERS IN CHRIST, 
 
SOLEMNITY OF THE  
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD:  
 
This weekend we celebrate the Feast 
of the Epiphany and on Monday we 
celebrate the Baptism of the Lord and 
the conclusion of the Christmas 
season. 
 
Epiphany means manifestation.  What 
the Church celebrates today is the 
manifestation of our Lord to the whole 
world; after being made known to the 
shepherds of Bethlehem, He is 
revealed to the Magi who have come 
from the East to adore Him.  Christian 
tradition has ever seen in the Magi the 
first fruits of the Gentiles; they lead in 
their wake all the peoples of the earth, 
and thus the Epiphany is an 
affirmation of universal salvation. 
 
The star that guided the Magi to  
Jesus is one of the central symbols  
of the feast.  It represents divine 
guidance, enlightenment, and the 
revelation of Christ to the world.  The 
gifts brought by the Magi, such as 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, 
symbolize Jesus’ identity as the King, 
Priest, and Savior. 
 
In the moral sense, i.e., how we are to 
live, Pope St. Gregory the Great says in 
his Homilies on the Gospels (10) that 
the three items represent gifts that we 
are to present to God in our daily lives: 
gold is Christ’s wisdom, which is to 
shine in our lives; frankincense is the 
prayer and adoration we are to give 
him (see Rev.8:3-4); and myrrh is our daily 
self-sacrifices to the Lord (see Matt. 39; 

Rom. 12:1). 
 
Epiphany Prayer: 
 

Dear Jesus, as You led the Three Kings 
to You by the light of a star, please 
draw us ever closer to You by the light 
of Faith.  Help us to desire You as 
ardently as they did.  Give us the 
grace to overcome all the obstacles 
that keep us far from You.  May we, 
like them, have something to give You 
when we appear before You.  Amen. 
 

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE 
LORD:  Monday, January 8, 2024 
 

We officially conclude the Christmas 
season with the Feast of the Baptism 
of the Lord.  Jesus was baptized by 
John the Baptist in the Jordan River to 
inaugurate His earthly mission and 
ministry to announce the Good News 
of the Kingdom of God and to bring 
God’s unconditional love and mercy to 
the world.  We are reminded on this 
Feast Day that by virtue of our own 
baptism we too are called and 
challenged to live our Christian faith 
and bring Christ’s love and mercy to all 
whom we encounter in our daily lives.  
Together may we bear witness to the 
love of Christ in all that we say and all 
that we do and thus draw people back 
to the practice of the faith and the 
celebration of the sacraments.  This is 
our mission and ministry in the world 
today as Catholic Christians. 

 
WELCOME BISHOP FISHER—
DIOCESAN PRO-VITA AWARDS 
MASS AT OLV:  Saturday,  
January 13, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. 
 
To mark the observance of the 51st 
Roe v. Wade decision (January 22, 
1973), the Diocesan Office of Respect 
Life will host the annual Pro-Vita 
Awards to recognize those who have 
served as an exemplary commitment 
to the gift of life.  The Mass will be 
celebrated here at Our Lady of Victory 
Basilica on Saturday, January 13, 2024.  
Bishop Michael Fisher will be the 
Principal Celebrant.  All are welcome 
to attend this special Mass in 
celebration of the precious gift of Life. 
 
The 2024 Honorees for the Pro-Vita 
Award are: Deacon Mark & Theresa 
Kehl, Lindsay Adornetto, Dr. John 
Brach & Darya, David Kersten from 
OLV Charities, Sharon Kuczmarski, and 
Ann Wagner.  They will be presented 
with their awards during the 4:30 p.m. 
Mass.  I am especially pleased that 
David Kersten, our CEO for OLV 
Charities, is being recognized for his 
exemplary work in honoring the 
sanctity of life through the mission 
and ministry of OLV Charities.  
Congratulations David on this well-
deserved recognition! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2024: 
 
As we enter this New Year, I pray 2024 
will be filled with many graces and 
blessings of good health and 
happiness for you and your loved ones.  
Please continue to spread the good 
news that everyone is welcome here 
at Our Lady of Victory Basilica, 
especially those whose faith may have 
grown lukewarm or who have drifted 
away from the practice of the faith for 
whatever reason.  All are welcome! 
 
I also wish to express profound 
sentiments of gratitude to all of our 
parishioners and visitors for your 
generous contributions to OLV Basilica 
during the weekend Masses for the 
Fourth Sunday of Advent and 
Christmas and New Year’s Masses.  
Your presence and generous support 
are deeply appreciated. 
 
As we begin this New Year 2024, I 
share the following prayers with you: 
 

Remember us, O God; from age to age 
be our comforter.  You have given us 
the wonder of time, blessings in days 
and nights, seasons and years.  Bless 
your children at the turning of the 
year and fill the months ahead with 
the bright hope that is ours in the 
coming of Christ.  You are our God, 
living and reigning, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
And one of my personal favorites:  
 

The Prayer of St. Francis: 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your 
peace: where there is hatred, let me 
sow love; where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; where 
there is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy.  O Divine Master, grant 
that I may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console, to be 
understood as to understand, to be 
loved as to love.  For it is in giving that 
we receive, it is in pardoning that we 
are pardoned, it is in dying that we 
are born to eternal life.  Amen! 
 
God bless you!  Happy New Year 2024! 
 
GRATEFULLY, 
FR. DAVID 
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CENTENNIAL 
PRAYER 

Loving God,  
we thank you for  

the faith, vision and 
heroic ministry of 
Venerable Nelson 

Baker, who entrusted 
his full confidence  

to the powerful 
intercession of  

Our Lady of Victory. 
 

As we celebrate  
the Centennial  
of our Basilica,  

may it continue to  
be a place of healing 

prayer, inspiration  
for the conversion  

of hearts, and 
encouragement  

for charitable service  
to those in need. 

 
We ask this in the 

name of Jesus,  
who lives and reigns  

forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
Our Lady of Victory, 

pray for us! 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6—Saint André Bessette, Religious 

 7:30 am Angelo Cordaro by the Italian American Police Association  
12:10 pm Deceased Members of the Burkard & Heim Families  

     by Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard  

 4:30 pm Henry & Florence Zacharyasz by Dave & Cindy Schaefer 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7—Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

 8:00 am Michael Kacmarski by Paul & Lucy Schaefer  
10:00 am Shirley Motyka by June Kij 
12:00 pm Living & Deceased Members of the OLV Altar & Rosary Society  
 4:30 pm Mario Seggio by brother, Philip Seggio  

 
MONDAY, JANUARY 8—The Baptism of the Lord 

 7:30 am All Souls Intentions 

12:10 pm Daniel B. Tauriello by Regina DelVecchio  
Grace P. McGowan Duggan by Helen Duggan  
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9—Weekday (First Week in Ordinary Time)  

 7:30 am Carolyn Mooney by Paul & Lucy Schaefer  
12:10 pm Francis Clouden (Birthday Remembrance) by wife, Denise Clouden  

 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10—Weekday 

 7:30 am Father Joby (living) by Anton Lopes  
12:10 pm Thomas S. Kolbert by Paul & Cathy Kwiatkowski 

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11—Weekday  

 7:30 am Joan Opiel by Carol Tokarczyk  
Nicholas Del Vecchio by the Del Vecchio Family  

12:10 pm Jim & Gerry Skobjak by Ron & Donna Kraus 
Patricia Foley by Ed & Lisa Zabawa  
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12—Weekday 

 7:30 am Richard Dyson by Ron & Katrina Freier  
 8:15 am Cornelius P. Downey, Sr. by the Downey Family  
12:10 pm Chester Carney by Family  

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13—Saint Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

 7:30 am Melanie "Molly" Druzbik by Mark Gawronski  
12:10 pm Ted & Ruth McCann by Sons & Wives  
 1:30 pm Wedding: Kathryn Grabski and Matthew Devic 
 4:30 pm Pro-Vita Awards Mass 

William F. McLaughlin (Anniversary of Death) by Children and Grandchildren  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14—Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 8:00 am Living & Deceased Members of the OLV Holy Name Society 
10:00 am Mary Ann Krajcer by the Gawel Family  
12:00 pm Trina Stilwell by William & Mary Ann O'Rourke  
 4:30 pm Claude R. Winkler by Rev. Msgr. David G. LiPuma  

MASS INTENTIONS 



 
 
 
This is your LAST opportunity to interact 
with the St. John’s Bible on display in the 
lower level chapel—Don’t miss it!  The 
public viewing of the St. John’s Bible will 
conclude this Sunday, January 7.  The last 
presentation will be The Word in Action on 
Monday, January 8 from 6:30—7:30 p.m. by 
Deacon William Hayes in the Marian 
Room (lower level of the Basilica).   
 
DOUGHNUTS & DISCIPLESHIP 
 

Sunday, January 7  ●  after 8 a.m. and 
10 a.m. Masses 
 

Please stop down in the Marian Room on 
the lower level of the Basilica after the  
8:00 a.m. or 10:00 a.m. Masses on this 
Sunday to enjoy a doughnut, drink, and 
some time for discipleship.  As disciples we 
are called to love our neighbors, and the 
first step to loving our neighbors is to get 
to know them.  Doughnuts & Discipleship 
is sponsored by the Fr. Baker Council 
Knights of Columbus and hosted by the 
Columbiettes. Representatives from both 
groups will also be present if you would 
like to find out more about them and 
what they do. 

 
ST. JOHN’S BIBLE:  
THE WORD IN ACTION 
 

Monday, January 8  ●  6:30 p.m. 
 

Join guest speaker Deacon William Hynes 
for a lively session designed to inspire us 
beyond the words and art of the St. John's 
Bible and into action!  In this closing 
presentation, all are welcome to come and 
hear about the impact of the Word, see 
the Word illuminated, and be inspired by 
the Word into making a difference. 

 
DIOCESAN WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY MASS 
 

Sunday, February 11  ●  10:30 a.m.  
St. Joseph Cathedral, Buffalo 
 

The Diocese of Buffalo wishes to honor 
couples who will observe their 25th, 50th, 
60th, and 70th wedding anniversaries in 

2024 with a special Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Fisher.  Brunch will follow at St. 
Anthony Church Center, 160 Court Street 
(behind Buffalo City Hall).  Registration is 
required.  Please call the Rectory  
(716-828-9444) by 1/10 to register. 

 
OPEN HOUSE & 
SOCIAL— 
GET INVOLVED 
WITH THE 
COLUMBIETTES! 
 

Wednesday, January 10  ●  6:00 p.m. 
 

Looking for a way to get involved in parish 
events?  Want to enrich your Catholic 
faith?  The Columbiettes are a Catholic 
women’s service organization that 
supports many different charities.  We are 
involved in community activities, as well as 
working collectively with our Brother 
Knights of Columbus, to promote faith 
and unity.  If this sounds appealing and 
you would be interested in learning more 
about the Columbiettes, please join us at 
our Open House/Social on January 10 in 
the Community Room on the lower level 
of the Basilica.  The Columbiettes look 
forward to meeting you! 

 
ANNUAL OLV SWEEPSTAKES 
 

Saturday, March 23  ●  Doors open at 
5:30 p.m.  ●  OLV Elementary School 
Cafeteria & Gym 
 

Purchase a ticket for Sweepstakes 2024, 
sponsored by OLV Elementary School, 
with 30 cash prizes including a Grand 
Prize of $10,000!  Each ticket ($50) admits 
two adults (ages 21+) to the Grand 
Drawing on March 23.  Tickets are available 
at the Gift Shop, School Office, and 
Rectory Office.  To purchase tickets online, 
please scan the below QR code or visit 
https://olvbasilica.weshareonline.org.  
For more details or  
for questions,  
please call the  
School Office at  
716-828-9435 or  
Rick Diamond at  
716-253-4679.  Thank  
you for your support! 
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 TELEVISED & 
ONLINE MASS 

 

The Basilica’s Sunday 
Mass is available each 
weekend online at 
olvbasilica.org.  Simply 
click on the link that will 
appear in the popup box, 
or click under Digital 
Mass Archive.  Sunday 
Mass is also televised on 
WGRZ Ch. 2 at 11:00 a.m. 
each Sunday.  Also, our 
daily 12:10 pm Masses 
(Monday—Saturday) are 
livestreamed.  To view the 
live Masses, go to 
olvbasilica.org and click 
the “Live Streaming” 
button in the top right 
corner. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

JOIN US IN 
PRAYER 

 
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. 
 

All are welcome to join in 
praying the Rosary for 
Peace on Tuesday 
evenings at 6:00 p.m.  
in the Basilica. 

 
Tuesdays  ●  6:30 p.m. 
January 16, February 6, 
and February 27 
 

Join our “Victory for 
Christ” prayer group in 
the Basilica’s lower level 
Chapel to praise, thank, 
and give witness to God.  

 
Friday Afternoons 
 

Join us each week for 
Eucharistic Adoration in 
the Basilica on Fridays 
after the 12:10 p.m. Mass 
until 5:00 p.m. 



Congratulations to the couples  
who were recently married here  
at Our Lady of Victory Basilica: 

 

October 7, 2023— 
Michael Steffan & Bridget Rossu 
 

October 14, 2023— 
Katherine Connors & Gregory Pollack 
 

October 21, 2023— 
Danielle Magiera & James Fisher 
 

October 28, 2023— 
Erica Kacprowicz & Nicholas Bialek  
 

November 4, 2023— 
Joelle Sawyer & Robert Dimming 
 

November 10, 2023— 
Olivia Guidi & Antonio Randazzo 
 

November 11, 2023— 
Holly Bogdan & Joseph Kwiatkowski 
 

November 25, 2023— 
Jheanelle Kerr & Blessing Ewansiha 
 

December 9, 2023— 
Leah Wacienga & Jordan Rytlak 
 

December 16, 2023— 
Amanda Collins & Michael Maggioli 
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The Three Magi worshipped Jesus 
and then “departed by a different 
way.”  Is Jesus asking you to live your 
life in a new and different way for 
the Kingdom of God?  If God is 
calling you to a Church vocation, 
contact Fr. Dave Baker at 716-847-
5535 or visit buffalovocations.org. 

Sunday, November 5, 2023 
 

• Willow Rae Walton,  
daughter of Ian & Kaitlin Walton 

 

• Chase Michael Guise, son of 
Nicholas Guise & Michele Repka 

 

• Silas James Donnelly, son of 
Jacob & Samantha Donnelly 

 
Sunday, November 12, 2023 
 

• Emely Mae Delecki, daughter of 
Gregory & Alicia Delecki 

 

• William Matthew Danzing,  
son of Corey & Tara Danzing 

 

• Jack David Fischer and  
Colton John Fischer,  
sons of Joseph & Nicole Fischer 

 
Saturday, November 18, 2023 
 

• Quinn Madison McParlane, 
daughter of  
Michael & Holly McParlane 

 

• Anna Quinn McParlane, 
daughter of  
Patrick & Brigitte McParlane 

 

• Rory Patrick McParlane, son of 
Bryan & Megan McParlane 

 
Sunday, November 19, 2023 
 

• James Everett Eddy,  
son of Russell & Sara Eddy 

 
Sunday, November 26, 2023 
 

• Laura Catherine Fullington, 
daughter of Nicholas & Kaylea 
Fullington 

 

• Poppy May Glose, daughter of 
Matthew & Brigit Glose 

Saturday, December 2, 2023 
 

• Enzo Avolio Farr, daughter of 
Brandon & Heather Farr 

 
Sunday, December 3, 2023 
 

• Violet Grey Penna, daughter of 
Adam & Lindsay Penna 

 
Sunday, December 10, 2023 
 

• Loretta Rose Adamczak, 
daughter of Cory & Clarisse 
Adamczak 

 

• Reed Julius Oleski and  
Hazel Marie Oleski, children of 
Matthew & Heather Oleski 

 
Sunday, December 17, 2023 
 

• Cooper Patrick Crowley,  
son of Patrick & Colleen Crowley 

 

• Skylar Tallchief, Jr.,  
son of Skylar & Helen Tallchief 

 

• Joell Timothy Echeverria,  
Jameson Thomas Echeverria, 
and Ariel Lynn Echeverria, 
children of Joel Echeverria and 
Lisa Milligan 

 

• Cecelia Elizabeth Eileen Sodja, 
daughter of William & Brittany 
Sodja 
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PARISH COLLECTIONS (including online)  

Weekly $16,411.00 

Monthly $2,453.00 

All Souls $10.00 

Christmas $60.00 

Christmas Flowers $893.00 

Fuel $615.00 

Holy Day: All Saints (11/1) $10.00 

Holy Day: Immac. Conception (12/8) $125.00 

Pennies to Heaven $497.89 

Shrine / Votive Candles $2,378.00 
 

ADDITIONAL COLLECTIONS 
 

Campaign for Human Development $2.00 

Peter’s Pence $20.00 

Religious Retirement Appeal $76.00 

Total $23,550.89 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION FOR 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2023 

In order to continue to maintain our 
beautiful Basilica and support the 
mission and ministries of our parish, 
including our school, we depend  
on weekly offertory donations.  
Offertory envelopes can be mailed or  
dropped off at the Rectory Office at  
767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, NY 
14218.  For online giving, go to https://
olvbasilica.weshareonline.org.  We 
are very grateful for your ongoing 
support of Our Lady of Victory Basilica! 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
DATE TIME LECTOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sat. 
1/13 

4:30 p.m. Laura Schuh 
Jean Dulak, Kathleen Roche, 
Lydia Zielinski 

Sun. 
1/14 

8:00 a.m. 
Stanley “Russ” 
Plandowski, Jr. 

Catherine Bergen,  
Mary Ellen Carosa, Mary Check 

 10:00 a.m. Nathaniel Powers 
Patricia Jarosz, Terrence 
McCann, Patricia Osborne 

 Noon William O’Rourke 
Sandy Swiech,  
Jon Paul Trabucco 

 4:30 p.m. Kathy Dimitrievski 
Patricia DiVito, Richard Grasso, 
Marsha Lipke 

VISIT THE GIFT SHOP 
 

The OLV Gift Shop, located on the 
lower level of the Basilica next to the 
Father Baker Museum, carries a wide 
variety of Catholic gifts and religious 
merchandise, including materials 
related to Father Baker and Our Lady 
of Victory Basilica.  The Gift Shop is 
open 7 days a week from 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. (closed from 11:30 a.m.—
12:30 p.m. for lunch).  We encourage 
you to stop in the Gift Shop to see 
what we have to offer.  Your purchases 
support OLV and help us to continue 
the legacy of Father Baker. 
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